Novel combinations using pemetrexed in malignant mesothelioma.
Malignant mesothelioma is an uncommon malignancy that is locally invasive and rapidly fatal. The majority of patients with mesothelioma are not candidates for curative surgical resection. Chemotherapy has yielded only modest results in these patients. Pemetrexed is a multitargeted antifolate that is being evaluated in many tumor types. Recent single-agent data and data in combination with cisplatin have suggested that pemetrexed has therapeutic benefits in patients with malignant mesothelioma. This article summarizes the data regarding pemetrexed in the treatment of malignant mesothelioma and the potential novel combinations involving the drug that may be used in the future for the treatment of the disease.